
Entered Watch Oct 31, 2001
Entered Warning January 24, 2002
Entered Emergency March 4, 2002
Resumed Normal conditions January 8, 2003
   in north and central NJ.
Resumed Normal conditions March 31, 2003
   in southern NJ.

Entered Watch September 13, 2005
Resumed Normal conditions October 14, 2005.

Entered Watch May 8, 2006. Entered Watch September 8, 2010.
Resumed Normal conditions July 3, 2006. Resumed Normal conditions October 26, 2010.

Older drought emergencies in NJ: mid-1960's 4/85-3/86 8/99-9/99
8/80-4/82 9/95-11/95 1/20/2011

New Jersey's 
Monthly Precipitation Surplus & Deficit, 

Statewide & by County, 
January 2001- December 2010

2001-2003 Drought Timeline

2005 Drought Timeline

2006 Drought Timeline 2010 Drought Timeline
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                                  Explanation

These graphs shows State-wide and county monthly 
precipitation deviations from average in New Jersey. A 
positive number indicates more rain than average fell that 
month (surplus), a negative number indicates less then 
average (deficit). For some counties October 2005 
precipitation is off the scale of the charts. In these cases the 
monthly surplus of precipitation is written at top of the bar.  

The Statewide precipitation data are from the web page of 
the NJ State Climatologist:
     http://climate.rutgers.edu/stateclim/

The county precipitation data are from the web page of the 
Middle Atlantic Region Forecast Center: 
    http://www.erh.noaa.gov/er/marfc/Maps/precip.html

The map of New Jersey shows county and municipal 
boundaries. The colors indicate drought regions. A GIS 
shape file of drought regions is available from the DEP's GIS 
downloads web page:
     http://www.nj.gov/dep/gis/ 

The tables in the lower left are a chronology of actions 
relating to the State's response to dry periods. More 
information on droughts in New Jersey is on the DEP's 
drought web page:
     http://www.njdrought.org

New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection
Divison of Water Supply & N.J. Geological Survey

Drought Monitoring Work Group
J.L. Hoffman
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